Kent School of Social Work, University of Louisville

Hartford Partnership Program for Aging Education


Sustainability plans: 
In October, 2006 our HPPAE hosted a gerontology event as described in our last annual report to our local metropolitan community. The first African American woman elected to the United States Senate, Georgia Montgomery Powers, was the keynote speaker. She spoke of her work in civil rights and especially in work needed to advocate for older adults. Her talk was well received by the many key stakeholders in our community. Dr. Rowan presented preliminary results of the qualitative exit interviews with our first cohort of students in gerontology. Our development director presented the need for scholarship monies to sustain our program in the long term. 
The sustainability steering committee has met and has encountered some bureaucratic barriers to applying for state funding for gerontology scholarships. Private and federal grant dollars were sought via four grant proposals to attempt to secure sustainability funding for our HPPAE. The potential funders, title of the proposed projects, amount of grant proposal, outcome of proposal, Principal Investigators and Key Personnel are listed as follows: 

Home Instead Senior Care Foundation. KIPDA Region Mental Health and Aging Coalition. Behavioral Health Integration Project. $20,000. Co-PI’s Deborah Rattle and Noell Rowan. Submitted November, 2007. Not funded.

Home Instead Senior Care Foundation. KIPDA Region Mental Health and Aging Coalition. Behavioral Health Integration Project. $20,000. Co-PI’s Deborah Rattle and Noell Rowan. Submitted May, 2007. Not funded.
Home Instead Senior Care Foundation. KIPDA Region Mental Health and Aging Coalition. Behavioral Health Integration Project. $20,000. Co-PI’s Deborah Rattle and Noell Rowan. Submitted November, 2006. Not funded. 

Department of Health and Human Services (HRSA): Rural Health Care Services Outreach Grant Program. Kentucky Rural Outreach Health Integration Project. $150,000 first year. Co-PI’s: Noell Rowan and Deborah Rattle. Project Administrator: Barbara Gordon. Key Personnel: Jo Spath, Celeste Shawler, Patty Gillette. Consultant: Anna Faul. Submitted October, 2006. Not funded. 
Currently, plans are underway to submit a SAMSHA grant to obtain funds for mental health and aging services that can also sustain at least one student in gerontology specialization program at Kent School. This grant will involve primary investigator and key personnel from the local Mental Health and Aging Coalition. Submission of this grant is planned for March, 2008.
Each of these proposed projects incorporated several scholarships for gerontology students at Kent School of Social Work. Several members of the Mental Health and Aging Coalition are also members of the sustainability committee for HPPAE. Hence, during the regular Coalition meetings, the topic of grant writing for HPPAE is always on the agenda. 

Dr. Rowan discussed with the former development director (Liz Kaznak) and the current development director (Ann Whitaker), of two solid leads for scholarship monies. First, the local Home Instead Senior Care Agency spoke with Dr. Rowan and expressed an interest in assisting to pay tuition costs for her current employee who is an incoming HPPAE student for next year in an effort to retain the employment of her current employee. Second, Dr. Ed Wunsch, a local gerontological social worker, has reported to Dr. Rowan that an in home care agency might be very interested in supporting at least one student in gerontology at Kent School. Dr. Rowan has discussed this idea with the Owner of this agency and has passed the connection onto Ann Whitaker for follow up. 

Also, Dr. Rowan has met with a CEO of a local geriatric care company who owns multiple nursing and assisted living facilities. Upon their request, they were recontacted in August, 2007 so that this idea could be presented in their annual budget meeting to discuss the possibility of supporting a gerontology student at Kent School. No further information has been given to Kent School about the outcome of this. Ann Whitaker agreed to follow up on this. 

A gerontology symposium event occurred on December 3, 2007 which was focused on substance abuse and the elderly. Dr. Rowan gave a brief presentation about our HPPAE during the symposium and distributed brochures to the full to capacity attendees. Lori Paris, a recent graduate of our program, also spoke about the rewards of being involved with our gerontology program. 
Kent School is committed to continuing the gerontology specialization. Currently, more than one half of the scholarship money for HPPAE students comes from Kent School scholarship funds. 

Dissemination and marketing plans and additional sustainability information: 
The gerontology symposium event held in December, 2007 showcased the HPPAE and our gerontology specialization at Kent School. There was a focus on several speakers in the field of gerontology and substance abuse and the event was designed to provide continuing education units and to market and gain continued support for HPPAE. 

Our second year of graduating HPPAE students presented at the Kentucky Association for Social Work Educators in April, 2007. A PowerPoint presentation was delivered to educate attendees about our program and how we are creating leaders in aging and social work in addition to a presentation specific to consumer directed options for health care for older adults. Our second year of graduating HPPAE students created a video which incorporated photographs of their experiences throughout the year. This video may be used during our orientations at Kent School. Our second year students also presented their research projects to our local consortium of social work agencies in April, 2007. Each cohort of HPPAE students are required to create a collective product to present to the community (local or at large) to assist in educating others about HPPAE and the importance of social work with older people. 
HPPAE faculties are currently in process of working toward articles related to HPPAE. Once the exit interviews are completed and the data analyzed, at least one article is anticipated. The following article is currently being revised after first peer review.

•  Birkenmaier, J., Rowan, N. L.,  Damron-Rodriguez, J., Lawrance, F., & Volland, P. Social Work Knowledge of Facts on Aging: Outcome Evidence from a National Field Education Initiative. Manuscript submitted for publication. 

 Dr. Rowan presented with Bethany Joseph of NYAM, Pat Brownell of NYU, Effie Rochman of Washington University, in March, 2007 on Diverse older adults need diverse systems of care: Establishing an innovative field education model to train future social workers. Joint Conference of the American Society on Aging and the National Council on Aging, Chicago, Illinois. 

The following presentations have also been given for the Council on Social Work Education Annual Program Meeting which incorporated work from Kent HPPAE faculty, HPPAE faculty from the St. Louis consortium, and other Kent faculty involved with infusing gerontology into our curriculum. 


•
Rowan, N. L., Birkenmaier, J., Berg-Weger, M., Faul, A.C., (February, 2007). Evaluating gerontological curriculum change: Comparing knowledge/competency performance in social work students. Showcase presentation via electronic presentation to the Council on Social Work Education Gero-Ed Forum, Charleston, South Carolina.


•
Faul, A.C., Collins, W.L., Rowan, N. L., & Borders, K.W., (February, 2007). Creating a holistic approach in infusing gerontology in the social work curriculum. Showcase presentation presented via roundtable to the Council on Social Work Education Gero-Ed Forum, Charleston, South Carolina.

Dr. Rowan also provided the following keynote address for the Department of

 
Veteran Affairs in Ohio which highlighted our HPPAE at Kent School of Social

 
Work. 

•
Rowan, N. L. (March, 2007). Creating Hope and Change: Aging and Social Work. Keynote Speaker for Department of Veterans Affairs Celebration of Social Work Month Conference: The Second 50 Years and the Risks of Aging held at Northern Kentucky University and sponsored by Department of Veterans Affairs, Cincinnati, Ohio.

In addition, Kent School is planning to work with the St. Louis three school consortium to analyze HPPAE and non-HPPAE student outcomes. Dr. Faul is also interested in the validation of the Competency Scale as she has expertise in scale development in social work. 
Dr. Faul has spearheaded a new joint venture with Dr. Jane Thibault, a nationally recognized gerontologist and social worker, Dr. Rowan, and one of our current doctoral students interested in geronotology, Joe D’Ambrosio, to create continued funding for our gerontology program. Plans are currently underway to create social work aging services within Primary Care Physician offices within the Louisville, Kentucky area. These services are in keeping with the need for brief intervention in Primary Care Physician’s offices. These services can potentially provide practicum experiences for future gerontology social work students as well as potential employment options for their careers. 

Kent School of Social Work has been successful in obtaining a partial scholarship from our local transit authority due to their interest in creating transportation to meet the needs of older persons in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Our local community mental health center and the local Area Agency on Aging have expressed a verbal commitment to assist in sustaining one student per year jointly to continue needed service to rural dwelling older adults in need of mental health services. 

Kent School of Social Work has supported our gerontology student scholarships providing an equal ½ match for each student scholarship since the inception of the Hartford Partnership Program for Aging Education (HPPAE). Our school is committed to sustaining this program with assistance from external sources (grants, agencies, and private donations). 

Plans are underway to continue marketing the need for sustainability support through our e-newsletter and our annual Kent Record (publication for alumni and community supporters) via frontline articles and marketing tools through our director of development. 

