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The Practicum Partnership Program (HPPAE) St. Louis consortium schools (Saint Louis University, Washington University in St. Louis and the University of Missouri-St. Louis) received funding as part of the Cycle I schools in 2005.  Since that time, they have undertaken many efforts to ensure the sustainability of HPPAE efforts.  This summary reports on the sustainability efforts, current status of efforts, continuing efforts and discussions about future collaborative efforts.   
Sustainability Efforts
The collaborative efforts of the HPPAE faculty have included the following: 

1. Each HPPAE faculty person has worked with his/her individual Dean/director and development officer to express the needs of the programs for continuing resources after 2008.
2. The Dean/directors have met and discussed the sustainability needs of the program.  

3. The three programs have examined and discussed local and national grant writing opportunities. 
4. The programs have attempted to arrange fundraising meetings of local foundation representatives with Jim Sullivan, Hartford Program staff; however, schedules could not be arranged to implement this opportunity. 

5. An unfunded grant to the Silberman Faculty Development fund was submitted in Year One.

6. The programs have discussed our funding needs with the Advisory Board members and another major aging coalition in St. Louis (the Breakthrough Coalition).  We also created a marketing brochure for fundraising purposes.
Current Status of Efforts:

Saint Louis University – In 2007, Saint Louis University (SLU) approved funds to establish a new “Center for Aging Successfully” within The Interdepartmental Committee for Gerontology and Geriatrics (ICGG), established in 1979 to promote research and education in aging across the University and in the community.  While $400,000 over five years was approved, the funds have yet to be released.  This represents new University funding dedicated to gerontology.  Dr. Sue Tebb, faculty consultant for our HPPAE, is the Director of Education for the Center, Dr. Nina Tumosa from the Medical School is the Director of Research and Dr. John Morley from the Medical School is the Director of the Center for Aging Successfully.   

The Center, which includes faculty from Social Work, Medicine, Law, Public Health, Health Sciences Professions, Public Policy and Arts and Sciences, is designed to bring together the individual research projects related to aging that are currently occurring in the University, and provide the infrastructure to pursue interdisciplinary grant and funding opportunities for future research and practice in aging, to possibly include contracts that involve interdisciplinary practice opportunities for students.  Center faculty have received a grant from Gateway Geriatric Education Center to develop education programming for healthcare providers in health literacy in diabetes, falls, or cognitive impairment. The programs will be in the form of durable teaching materials (DVDs), train-the-trainer programs, faculty training programs (CME), a development of a Certificate in Health Literacy through the Center on Aging, and 12-week Interdisciplinary classes. The grant began in September 2007 and is scheduled for completion in three years. This grant will pay for one practicum stipend per semester for one social work student.

Center faculty will also create an interdisciplinary graduate certificate in aging.  The Center holds great promise for future educational activities, to include fundraising for social work practicum opportunities in aging services.  This infrastructure will provide a foundation for sustainability for the HPPAE.
Additionally, starting in the Fall, 2008, the Admission and Financial Aid office will dedicate one scholarship fund to aging practica.  These dedicated funds will fund one practicum stipend per semester for a graduate student.  
Finally, the University of Missouri-St. Louis and SLU are jointly applying for a grant from the Missouri Department of Transportation that would fund one practicum/RA student and a total of 12 students' tuition to take a course on mobility counseling for older adults that has a field component.

University of Missouri, St. Louis (UM-SL)– The director of the social work program at UM-SL is currently working with a serious potential donor on the prospect of donating funds to continue the HPPAE program at a capacity comparable to the current program.  While details are not available, potential funding would go to student stipends at the three collaborative schools.  The rotation model would likely continue, though specifics would need to be arranged.  
Washington University in St. Louis – Significant infrastructure and resources have existed within the program for aging prior to the HPPAE funding.  For example, the program offers a Gerontology concentration and dedicated scholarship funding for aging stipends.  Scholarship funding was converted to aging practicum stipends several years ago when the school received funding from the Hearst Foundation.  These scholarships will continue to be offered to students.  
Future Discussions:
The collaborative schools have discussed several possibilities for the future.  They are:

1. If the funding is made available by the donor currently in discussions with the University of Missouri-St. Louis, we would be able to fund additional slots than are currently available.  We would also be providing some of the same features available currently in the HPPAE, and would engage in discussions about the exact model.

2. We will continue to discuss the possibility of continuing the program with only existing funding.  The model for the program may be different, as faculty would no longer have dedicated time available for the program. 
3. The collaborative schools are dedicated to pursuing additional funding as opportunities arise.  Conversations with Advisory Board members and other agencies are continuing.  
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